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Red Cross Stands Ready to Respond to Tropical Storm Henri and 
Urges the Community to Prepare Now      

   
FARMINGTON, Conn. (August 19, 2021) – Tropical Storm Henri is expected to be a hurricane when it 
hits the northeast coast this weekend.   
  
The American Red Cross is preparing to respond if necessary, getting shelter and relief supplies in 
position and having volunteers ready if needed. While the exact path and potential impact of Henri is 
still uncertain, the Red Cross is coordinating with community partners and emergency responders to be 
ready to provide aid.    
  
“Just as the American Red Cross prepares for disasters, it’s important for people to prepare before 
severe weather hits,” said Mario Bruno, CEO, American Red Cross Connecticut and Rhode Island 
Region. “People across Connecticut should make a plan and get ready now for the potential impact of 
Henri." 
  
  
GETTING READY IS EASY There are simple steps you can take to be prepared:  

• Create an evacuation plan. Plan what to do in case you are separated from your family during 
an emergency and if you have to evacuate. Coordinate your plan with your child’s school, your 
work and your community’s emergency plans. Plan multiple routes to local shelters, register 
family members with special medical needs as required and make plans for pets. If you already 
have an emergency plan, update it and review with family members so everyone knows what to 
do if an emergency occurs.  

• Build an emergency kit with a gallon of water per person, per day, non-perishable food, a 
flashlight, battery-powered radio, first aid kit, medications, supplies for an infant and pets if 
applicable, a multi-purpose tool, personal hygiene items, copies of important papers, cell phone 
chargers, extra cash, blankets, maps of the area and emergency contact information. Because 
of the pandemic, include a mask for everyone in your household.  

• If you already have a disaster kit, now is the time make sure the food and water is still okay to 
consume and that copies of important documents are up to date.  

• Be informed. Find out how local officials will contact you during a disaster and how you will get 
important information, such as evacuation orders.  

• Download the free Red Cross Emergency app to help keep you and your loved ones safe 
with real-time alerts, open Red Cross shelter locations and safety advice on hurricanes and 
other emergencies.  

 
Additionally, a safety checklist is attached for steps to take before, during and after a hurricane. Learn 
more about how to prepare for emergencies at www.redcross.org/prepare.   
 

https://www.redcross.org/content/dam/redcross/atg/PDF_s/Preparedness___Disaster_Recovery/Disaster_Preparedness/Hurricane/Hurricane.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/prepare


COVID-19 SAFETY As the pandemic continues, the Red Cross has procedures and resources in place 
to help ensure everyone’s safety, especially when it comes to supporting local communities if a 
hurricane threatens. The Red Cross is still providing the same types of support after disasters as we 
always have. This includes making sure people have a safe place to stay, food to eat and resources to 
help them recover. The Red Cross has put in place additional precautions, in line with CDC 
recommendations, including social distancing protocols, masks, health screenings and enhanced 
cleaning procedures.  
 
NEED FOR BLOOD The Red Cross continues to have an ongoing, critical need for lifesaving blood this 
summer as blood product distributions to hospitals remain higher than anticipated. If a donor is eligible 
and feeling well, they can make an appointment today by visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  
  
About the American Red Cross:   
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides comfort to victims of disasters; supplies about 
40% of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; distributes international humanitarian aid; and 
supports veterans, military members and their families. The Red Cross is a nonprofit organization that 
depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to deliver its mission. For more 
information, please visit redcross.org or CruzRojaAmericana.org, or follow us on Twitter 
at @CTRedCross.   
 
 

 

http://redcross.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcruzrojaamericana.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjocelyn.hillard%40redcross.org%7Caca041ba69524a90204708d9634b4bab%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637649997654835499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YMItt89LYVLDLd%2Fh1rQRoUy0hy6oU4fNk%2FG371Gvyk4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fctredcross&data=04%7C01%7Cjocelyn.hillard%40redcross.org%7Caca041ba69524a90204708d9634b4bab%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637649997654835499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3MZQrVpvjOOQESy4tHKVYARZPHt%2Bqc83SBMxN72VixQ%3D&reserved=0

